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Introduction  
 
Globally, cities are rapidly growing in size and population as it is estimated that currently one of every 

fifth human being live in a city with more than one million inhabitants. Statistics show that the African 

continent is one of the fastest growing continents in the world in terms of urbanisation.  Many cities in 

Africa with a population of over 500,000 inhabitants are projected to grow by 80 percent between 2016 

and 2030. 

 

These developments are having devastating effects on the continent’s urban green spaces (such as 

parks, gardens, forests, wetlands and farmlands). Many urban green spaces do not exist anymore today 

due to low priority or serious neglect of the topic, resulting in many spaces being lost through rezoning 

or encroachment for different land uses, especially residential or commercial land uses. The remaining 

publicly owned green spaces which are currently in use in various African cities are in poor conditions 

due to poor management practices, and therefore unable to cater for the different social, economic and 

environmental needs to enhance inclusion and wellbeing of city dwellers . 

 

The declining nature of urban green spaces, coupled with the fast growing pace of African cities requires 

to take critical measures now to sustain public open green spaces in Africa’s physical urban landscape, 

which is one of the main targets of Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 11 on “Sustainable cities and 

communities”. These measures call for cities to develop public space policies to conserve green spaces 

in order to avoid undue privatisation of green spaces, control the effects of climate change, develop 

strong intercity partnerships to facilitate easy transfer of ideas and lessons on green spaces, and 

strengthen relations with universities among other things. This is key to achieving the New Urban 

Agenda; advancing the implementation of SDGs besides goal 11 mentioned above. Others include 

SDG 13 that focuses on “Combating climate change and its impact” and SDG 15 that pays particular 

attention to the “Management of forests’ sustainably and stopping biodiversity loss”.  Finally, the 

objectives of the session are in line with the aspirations of Agenda 2063 of a prosperous Africa that is 

based on “Inclusive growth and sustainable development”, the  South African Integrated Urban 

Development Framework (IUDF) on “Integrated sustainable human settlements” and the City of 

Johannesburg priority 9 on  “Preservation of resources for future generations”.  



Organisers 

 
The session on “Overcoming the loss of urban green and public spaces in Africa” is hosted by 

the City of Johannesburg in partnership with the South African Cities Network (SACN), United 

Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat), Centre for the Future of Places (CFP) 

and International Council for Local Environmental Initiative (ICLEI). It is aimed at initiating a 

dialogue among African local authorities, international agencies, embassies, academic 

researchers and policy makers on how best devise innovative strategies to overcome the rapid 

loss of urban green spaces in Africa. 

 

Objectives of the session  

 
 

The session brings together renowned and experienced scholars and professionals in the area 

of green spaces, city authorities and politicians to deliberate on the way forward for sustainable 

green spaces in Africa. It is expected that the ideas expressed and knowledge shared during 

the session will help develop and/or strengthen policies and strategies on green spaces to 

recognise the different values that they have for city dwellers and the urban economy and to 

prevent these spaces from getting extinct from the physical landscape of cities. 

 

The specific objectives of the session are as follows: 

• Examine the current state of green spaces in African cities. 

• Assess the various policies/strategies on green spaces being pursued in Africa and 

their associated challenges – especially in relation to the high rates of urbanisation and 

subsequent growth in terms of size and population 

• Call for African local authorities to develop strong strategic policy frameworks for urban 

green spaces  

• Devise strategies to strengthen intercity and public-private partnerships for effective 

management of urban green spaces. 

• Recommend appropriate city land management, development planning and 

governance practices to sustain Africa’s urban green spaces. 

• Identify next steps in a proposed African network to share tools and strategies.  
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Agenda  

 

TIME TOPIC SPEAKER INSTITUTION 
 

09:30 -09:40   Welcoming remarks Dr Ntombi  
Khumalo  

City of Johannesburg  

09:40 – 09:50 Overcoming the loss of urban 
green space in Africa: A 
collaborative governance 
approach 

Dr Collins Adjei 
Mensah 

University of Cape 
Coast,  Ghana 

09:50 – 10:00 Green spaces and nature based 
solutions for climate resilient 
African cities 

Ms Nachi Majoe International Council for 
Local Environmental 
Initiative – Local 
Government 
Sustainability  

10:00 – 10:30 QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
 

10:30 – 10:40 Tools and strategies to combat 
the decline of urban green and 
public spaces in  Africa cities 

Dr Michael 
Mehaffy 

The Centre for Future of 
Places 

10:40 -10:50 Citywide inventory and 
assessment: knowing where 
you are to know where to go 

Ms Laura Petrella   UN-Habitat, Global 
Public Space 
Programme 

10:50 – 11:00 From a public space inventory 
and assessment to strategy - a 
citywide approach." 

Ms Doris Chandi 
Ombara 

City of Kisumu, Kenya 

11:00 – 11:20 QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
 

11: 20 – 11:30 Closing remarks & declaration Mr Sithole 
Mbanga 

South African Cities 
Network 

 

Issued on behalf of the Johannesburg City Parks and Zoo Corporate Research and 
Knowledge Management Department. For further details, or to interview speakers, 
contact Ayanda Roji, aroji@jhbcityparks.com or call her on +27 76 950 5139. 
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Recommendation 

• City authorities need to start prioritizing public green spaces in their cities and start to better 

integrate the topic into existing spatial plans and urban development agendas. As a first 

step city-wide public space policies could be developed to protect, create, manage and 

enjoy a network of high-quality urban green and public spaces. Without a clear policy, it is 

difficult for cities to prioritise, spend and plan resources and to show how much public space 

is valued, and to mitigate the negative impacts of site specific interventions (e.g. 

gentrification).   

• Start to build up collaboration of all spheres of governments within countries and 

partnerships between, city authorities, the private sector, local communities, business 

sector and institutions of higher learning to exchange knowledge and experiences and to 

provide adequate technical and financial support to  effectively combat the decline of urban 

green and public spaces in  African cities; 

• Strong support should be given to research on greening cities and urban landscapes in 

Africa. This will help to bring together professionals, academics, international agencies, city 

officials, environmental organisations, policy makers, NGOs and private organisations to 

deliberate on the way forward for urban green spaces. Such effort blend with indigenous 

African knowledge will help to generate good practices and innovative or strategies to 

enhance the sustainability of urban green spaces in Africa.  

• Strategies should be developed to strengthen intercity partnerships particularly South –

South, to exchange knowledge and learn from each other on how to effectively and 

efficiently plan and manage urban green and public spaces and to build networks for 

continued sharing of peer-to-peer knowledge of effective tools and strategies. 

• Training programmes are needed for city agency officials across departments to 

understand the benefits of public space, and the mutual advantages from supporting its 

development. 

• Curriculum is needed for universities to engage with public space development across 

disciplines including urban planning, architecture, landscape architecture, and others.    

 

Declaration 

National governments and various city authorities of Africa should become champions for public 

open green spaces in cities by first playing a strong leadership role regarding the commitment 

of necessary resources (funds, logistics and human capacity) for the conservation of such 

spaces. Secondly, by partnering with the private sector and international agencies to provide 

strong support and (share) innovative measures to enhance sustainability of such spaces. 

Thirdly, by creating an enabling environment for the participation of local communities in the 

management of public green spaces. 
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